Clinical psychopharmacologic practice. The need for developing a research base.
The advent of psychotropic drugs has enormously improved psychiatric care. Nonetheless, our practice is not optimum. Current knowledge is not regularly applied. It has been repeatedly shown that the majority of patients with psychiatric illness go undiagnosed, and even if diagnosed, they are inappropriately or ineffectively treated, both by clinical psychiatrists and by primary care practitioners. Improved care depends on practitioner education, often referred to as "technology transfer."